
  

 
 

 

 

Ministry Activities 

Aug.    9-10   Del Rio, TX 
Aug.   26 Eagle Pass, TX 
Sept.     6-7   Del Rio, TX  
 
 
 
Group Mission Project 

Help is needed to assist a 
pastor desiring to reach 
out to his community 
located in a little town 
outside Laredo, Texas  
The project would include: 
 

 Community visitations 
 

 Church picnic to 
socialize with community 

 

 Repairs to the church 
facility 

 
This will be a Fri-Sun 
project suitable for families 
or individuals 18 and older.  
No date has been set, but 
if you would like to 
consider joining the team, 
just send an email to  
ricklayjr@gmail.com 
and we will keep you 
posted on the planning 
progress.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you wondered how RAM contacts  

pastors for a workshop?  
 

 Calls are made to churches, ministries and missionaries in specific 
geographical areas where  churches exist within “difficult” communities. The list is 
then expanded through the contacts 
made.  
 Pastors are then visited in order 
to learn about their needs, see their 
church cultural settings, and explain 
more about RAM. An invitation then 
follows for a workshop and with different 
denominations, a “neutral” meeting 
room is secured locally (hotel or 
restaurant), otherwise a local church is 
selected.   
 Each group meets monthly, typically on Wednesdays or Saturdays, and 
continues meeting for 5 months.  All sessions are in Spanish, and discipleship 

training material is reviewed and provided 
for the pastors to share with their 
congregations.  Most pastors are bi-
vocational,  have already established 
churches, but have not attended a bible 
school and are very receptive to 
participating.  
 All sessions are interactive as this 
has proven to yield better results than 
traditional teaching through lecturing, and 

occasionally a participant will “serenade” the group during the coffee break  -  a 
real blessing indeed! 
 

______________________ 
 
RAM wants to thank all of you who support the ministry, and it is our hope that this report may 
provide additional information regarding how your gifts are utilized.  We thank the Lord that He 
continues to provide the means and opportunities for all of us to come together and participate in 
expanding His kingdom.  
 
Statistical notes:  Approximately 70-80 churches have participated in the workshops throughout 8 
cities located on both sides of the US-Mex border.    
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Pastors attending workshops are 
now surprisingly interested in 

finding answers to relevant issues regarding the 
declining moral path of this country and how this 
might affects the church.  One of the emerging 
concerns is about abortion and gay marriage, and it is 
interesting that these topics also came up at the 
Family Research Council conference in Washington 
this past May 26, 2016.  

 As I write this, I am preparing for workshops 
with pastors as they want feed back on the question 
“Can Pastors and Churches Be Forced to Perform 
Same-Sex Marriages?”   I am not the expert on 
these legal issues but I find great pleasure in 
researching and bringing to the table as much 
relevant information as possible.  The law as it 
currently stands on this, following the  Supreme 
Court's decision in Obergefell v. Hodges, holds that 
all states under a “constitutional right” must issue 
licenses for same-sex marriages and recognize such 
licenses issued by other states.    
 As we can imagine, we can now expect some 
to say that  the church needs to agree to perform 
same-sex marriages since the licenses are legal.   
Fortunately there are some current State Statutory 
protections that still provide churches with the 
freedom to maintain their traditional position but 
how long will this liberty last is unknown.  Obviously 
with the increasing cloud of moral darkness 

spreading throughout the nation, 
it is expected that the church will 
be facing more pressure to go 
along with the liberal thinking 
majority.  This of course is 
nothing more than persecution, 
and it is definitely biblical, under 
the banner of spiritual warfare.  
 So how is RAM planning to conduct the 
discussion of these topics?  As a ministry, we will try 
to be as realistic as possible concerning the fact that 
the church, ought not to look away from the 
increasing dark trend in society but should instead 
counter by seeking to be “salt and light” even when 
it may not be feasible to reverse the laws or stop 
the persecution that is on the rise.   As “light” we 
can be the spiritual flashlight pointing people to 
Jesus Christ in a dark world and in so doing we 
become instruments of preservation “salt” to 
maintain the church’s mission a longer period of 
time before the Lord comes, so that more may be 
drawn to Him.  Yes, these may be dark days but 
they represent a great opportunity for the church to 
share the Gospel.  Yes, the Light shines the most 
when days are the darkest; so let us be encouraged! 

                                                           Rick 

Reflections 
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Did you know? 
 

Who divided the Bible into chapters and verses?  Originally the books of the Bible did not contain 

chapter or verse references as they were mainly letters. Chapters and numbers were incorporated mainly to 
help us find Scriptures.  
 
 The chapter divisions commonly used today were developed around A.D. 1227 by Stephen Langton, an 

Archbishop of Canterbury, and the Wycliffe English Bible of 1382 was the first Bible to use this chapter 
pattern.  

 The verse numbering was initially done of The Hebrew Old Testament in A.D. 1448 by a Jewish rabbi 
named Nathan.  Later, Robert Estienne, a 16th-century printer and classical scholar in Paris (a former 
Catholic who became a Protestant late in his life) was the first to divide the New Testament into standard 
numbered verses in 1555. Since that time, beginning with the Geneva Bible, the chapter and verse 
divisions have been accepted into nearly all Bible versions. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paris
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Catholic

