
  

 
 

 

 

Ministry Activities 

June   2-3    Laredo, TX 
June 10-11  Acuna, Mex. 
June 21-22  Acuna, Mex.        
 
 
 
Ministries that RAM 

partners with to provide 

more comprehensive  

services to pastors 

 
 

 

 
 

 Child Evangelism 
Fellowship located in 
Missouri provides disci-
pleship training material 
for children worldwide. 

 SLM International 
located in Georgia pro-
vides discipleship train-
ing material for youth 
and adults in over 100 
languages. 

 
 
 
Why does RAM call it’s 

meetings “workshops” 

and not conferences? 

The reason is because 
they are geared to be 
small and interactive 
meetings. The interaction 
and discussion permits 
more focus on the topic 
and less on the teacher 
and also produces  a 
better cultural application 
of the topic. 
 
 
 
 

 

Improvements Bring  

Changes to the Ministry 

   

 The limited resources of the ministry are not permitting an increase in the 
number of pastoral workshops as the demand calls for. Therefore, a plan is being 
developed to equip key local pastors along the border to conduct discipleship 
training workshops with material and coaching supplied by RAM.    
 This will also implement a more aggressive discipleship making process 
through the multiplication of local leaders in the different areas where the 
workshops have been done in the past. In essence, this is what the apostle Paul did 
as an itinerant missionary, providing theological letters and coaching new Christian 
leaders, often on a one to one basis.   

 As these changes are implemented, 
partnerships with other discipleship focused 
ministries will be increased in order to have 
more resources of training material 
available.  Immediately, Rick will begin 
visiting individual churches to exchange 
ideas with their pastors and in this way 
assess the most effective ways to 
implement the proposed changes.  

 

 

Panama News Update 

 

 The association of Wounaan indigenous churches in Panama has confirmed  
the dates of Oct. 19-31 to be available for RAM workshops, and approximately  
15-20 pastors will attend to go through the “The Journey of the Disciple” 
discipleship training study series.   
 Not all of these pastors are able to read and write Spanish well;  
nevertheless, they are able to converse in it and do not have any problems 
understanding the oral presentations and interacting in the workshops.  This is a 
very well organized association with indigenous 
leaders, a training camp,  and assistance from a 
missionary couple from Colombia and several 
Canadian churches.   
 On the right is a picture of a past 
workshop with these pastors and their wives.   
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Today I draw from a fami-
ly experience for my re-
flection.  When I was in 

my 20’s, my parents adopted a young boy of 12 be-
cause his mother was very ill, and he needed help. It 
was not a legal adoption, nevertheless he did move 
in with them permanently and thus became very 
much a part of the family.  Soon he became a be-
liever and started attending church.  His excitement 
about his conversion was so much that at one point 
he met in the back yard of the house with my dad to 
joyfully share that he wanted to serve the Lord, per-
haps doing some church or mission work even at his 
young age. 
 One day, years later,  he left the house to go 
to church as usual, but after 24 hours, he had not 
returned, so my dad checked with the police and 
found out that a car on the highway had run over 
him while he walked on the sidewalk. Yes, this was 
a sad time for all, and it is still a sad story to recall 
today.   
 One cannot but raise the question, Why do 
so many evil people live many years, while some 
who love the Lord and want to serve him whole-
heartedly, seem to get taken away so soon?  The 
spiritual mind agrees with God that His will is su-
preme over all of life, but within all of us there is 
the philosophical mind that cries out: Why such un-

equal justice? 
 There are also those who 
have physical disabilities that 
make life very difficult for them 
as well as for those who take care 
of them, yet their bodies live 
long.  Unequal justice again?  
 How I wish I could share words of comfort 
here that would bring immediate inner peace and 
emotional relief to all those exposed to pain and 
despair, but in reality this seemingly “unequal jus-
tice” will always remain a mystery.   
 On the other hand, after pondering on this, 
it is worth concluding that to be able to accept the 
wonder and the marvel of every mysterious condi-
tion, and place it in and trust it to the hands of the 
One who made it, is one of the greatest achieve-
ments in life.  And yes, when we meet God who 
made us all, we can be assured that the final tapes-
try of those we may have considered unfortunate, 
may be the most beautiful display of God’s love we 
will get to see.   
 
“Eye has not seen … the things which God has pre-
pared for those who love him.” 1 Cor. 2:9 

                                                                   Rick 

Reflections 
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Did you know? 

 
About 20 years after Jonah began his ministry in 

        Nineveh, the first known Olympics took place in 776 BC. 
 
 
                     The Great Wall of China was built in 215 BC during the period of biblical “silence”  
                between the OT and NT. 
 

The Great Pyramids of Egypt were constructed in 2630 BC, about 460 years  
before Abraham was born. 

 
 
                 The Mayan Pyramids were built around 1000 BC, about 3 years after David became 
                king over Israel.  

                  (Timeline illustration, KJV Chronological Life Application Study Bible) 


