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Ministry Activities 

April        1-2  Acuna  
April    15-16  Acuna 
May         6-7  Acuna 
May     20-21  Acuna 
 
 
Help is still needed  for 

a person to assist 
RAM with border 
projects.  These pro-
jects will include 
small groups that will 
assist churches with 
general needs and all 
expenses for the co-
ordinator will be cov-
ered. For additional 
information, please 
contact the ministry.  
 
 
Thank you, ministry 

partners.  Your con-

tributions have ena-
bled the ministry to 
purchase and distrib-
ute hundreds of Bi-
bles this year to the 
pastors attending the 
workshops.  These 
are special disciple-
ship Bibles for them 
to use as they share 
the workshop studies 
with their congrega-
tions.   
 
 
 
  

 

 

Acuna, Mexico 

New workshops starting for Home Church leaders. 

 Home churches are growing along the border resulting in a need for new 
church plant workshops and RAM is responding in a culturally adaptable manner 

through proper 
research.  Currently, 
over 10 home churches 
have leaders that are 
attending the 
workshops. Bibles for 
the new neighborhood 
visitors are being 
provided as well as 
packages of 24 sermon 
outlines for the leaders.  
RAM is also 
collaborating with the 
supporting “mother” 
churches to meet needs 

at both ends.  This photo shows some of the home church pastors that recently 
attended an exciting and productive workshop on March 29.  
 

 

Panama News 

 Recent connections with our indigenous church contacts in Panama revealed 
a renewed need for RAM discipleship training; so we are exploring the possibility of a 
project there this year.  Panama, a “dollar” country with a robust international 
banking system and recession proof canal revenues, is continuing to be an 
impressive offshore financial center.  Regrettably, in the process, the income 
inequality between the rich and poor is also growing.  
 Our contacts report that the indigenous groups, being at the bottom of the 
poverty line, are struggling today more than ever before and so are the indigenous 
churches.  There are no quick fixes to this but Christians must come together to help, 
and RAM is looking to assist along with a 
group of Canadian churches already 
partnering with these indigenous churches.   
More on this will be reported in future 
newsletters, but we covet your prayers for 
wisdom on how best to help these pastors 
and their churches.  

Panama city, Panama 



 

Much is being discussed 
regarding the topic of dis-
cipleship - the core focus 

of RAM ministry.  There is division, with some saying 
that big churches are only interested in building up 
numbers, not disciples, and that smaller churches do 
not suffer from the same symptoms.  
 After years of exposure to different church 
sizes, doing extensive research to prepare RAM work-
shops as well as talking to pastors, I find that this 
matter, at its root, is not about church size but more 
about Christians not being taught to individually em-
bark on expanding the church through the multiplica-
tion of disciples.   
 There is a general belief that as long as there 
are many programs in the church, the disciples will be 
“produced” automatically. What is interesting though 
is that when the Bible tells us to “make disciples and 
teach them to obey the Word” it reveals a dual per-
sonal message based on Christians. . .  1– developing a 
contagious discipleship driven lifestyle, and 2– inten-
tionally mentoring others so they will learn and obey 
the word (best accomplished through relationships). 
 This is exactly what the disciples of the early 
church were challenged with.  They had to educate 
others, be an example to them, and then encourage 
them to do the same  -  all in the absence of available 
“programs” and financial resources.  Their work then 
resulted in planted churches, and history reveals the 

incredible results. 
 Perhaps you are think-
ing: I am not theologically 
versed or spiritually mature 
enough to be a mentor.  If this 
is your thinking, you may actu-
ally be devaluing yourself inex-
cusably.   
 Mentoring is not about knowing much; nor 
about being old and experienced in our walk with 
the Lord. It’s about sharing with others what we 
have seen God do in our own lives.   Can you share 
how God has changed your thinking, your behavior, 
your ambitions, your hope for eternity and your rela-
tionship with those in your family?  All of a sudden 
there is a lot to share, and guess what? No one else 
can share your stories with the knowledge, authority 
and passion like you can!! 
 Now just think about this: suppose you had 
shared each life changing experience with someone 
else as it unfolded in the past. Wow! How many seeds 
for making disciples might have been planted! 
 Yes, let us join and encourage one another to 
be part of God’s plan in advancing the church through 
discipleship multiplication, and let us not measure our 
effectiveness or capability by the size of the church we 
attend.   

                  Rick 

Reflections 
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How to recognize false teachers?  

    False teachers can be found anywhere, on TV programs, behind pulpits, in small study group gatherings, 
in private ministries, and also in communities where there has been limited exposure to the 
Word. 
      

How can we recognize them?  
 They teach what is contrary to the truth found in Scripture. 
 They promote trivial and divisive disputes. 
 They aren’t concerned about personal evidence of God’s presence in their lives. 
 Their motivation is to make a name for themselves.  
 Often they narrow the whole counsel of Scripture to one verse in order to prove their point. 

 

To protect yourself from their deceptions,  
 Learn or seek wise counsel on what the Bible teaches and remain steadfast in your faith.  
 Avoid theological arguments.  Such discussions may seem harmless at first, but they have a way of 

sidetracking us from the central message of the gospel  -  the person and work of Jesus Christ.    
 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                         (For more information study 1 Timothy chapters 1 & 4) 


